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October sees the birth of the newsletter dedicated to maintaining links between the Organisation and its Alumni.
It will also seek to provide old and new members alike with information and opportunities for reflection on all aspects of the Organisation’s activities.
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A Message from Giuseppe Balboni Acqua

President of the SIOI Alumni Association
As president of the SIOI Alumni Association in its formative phase, I would like to express my sincere thanks and good wishes to all those who have given their support to this initiative. Its launch coincides with the sixtieth anniversary of the foundation of SIOI, re-echoing that internationalist tradition which has characterized all its activities, above all in the training and teaching which we have all received and appreciated.

The association currently comprises some 1200 members distributed as follows: 330 in the Diplomatic sector; 320 in the military, 350 in the Italian civil service and 200 in the civil service of foreign countries.

Together with the coordinators, Amb.Riccardo Sessa for the Diplomatic sector, Lieutenant General Angelo Desideri (Former Inter-regional commander for the Lombardy region) for the military, Dr. Ivo Blasco (Director General of the Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure) for the civil service sector and Amb. Fabio Migliorini for the civil service of foreign countries, we will give our utmost to promote all the Association’s activities which may lead  to its  further development and the realisation of its objectives.

Our commitment concentrates on safeguarding and relaunching the internationalist ideals which have characterised SIOI and its teaching throughout its existence; not to mention the continuing ties of solidarity and friendship which unite former SIOI students.

In time, as we all firmly hope, the Association will eventually assume a full institutional identity, through the convocation of a General Assembly, the adoption of a Statute and the creation of an electoral body.

In the meantime, this newsletter represents the beginning of activities aimed at informing former SIOI students about the organisation’s activities and initiatives. It also seeks to stimulate a lively debate on topics of international politics of direct interest to Italy, with special reference to articles published in the Organisation’s quarterly review.

The President

Giuseppe Balboni Acqua

YESTERDAY__________________________________________

The Organisation’s sixtieth anniversary

2004, the sixtieth anniversary of the foundation of SIOI, was characterised by a busy programme of commemorative events.  It culminated in a visit of the President of the Republic and numerous figures from the political and institutional spheres to Palazzetto Venezia on the 4th October.

In addition, 2004 witnessed:

· the publication of  “Sixty Years of SIOI – stories and memories” (over 200 pages of text, documents, and photographs of key figures and moments in its history).

· The publication of the General Index of the Review “The International Community” from 1946 – 2004 (an impressive survey of sixty years of published texts)

· The publication of the acts of the Assisi Seminar, held at Assisi on the 23rd and 24th October, on the occasion of the United Nations Day on the theme: “New prospects for peace and international security: multilateral diplomacy in the current context of international relations.”

Training for the New Europe

In preparation for the admission of Bulgaria and Romania to the EU the Ministry of Foregin Affairs, Directorate General for the Countries of Europe, chose SIOI projects for courses intended for civil servants from the two republics.

The three week course (totalling 120 hours of training) for 21 Bulgarian functionaries was held in Sofia (4th-8th April 2005) and Rome (2nd –13th May 2005). SIOI’s partners in this initiative were the Bulgarian Diplomatic Institute and the Bulgarian Institute of Public Administration and European Integration (IPAEI).
The three week course for 28 Romanian functionaries was held in Bucharest (3rd-7th May 2005) and Rome (4th-18th June 2005). SIOI’s partner was the Romanian Diplomatic Academy.

…and International Training

The 35th Training Course for International Functionaries, (the COFOI, for professional staff) took place between 13th March and 22nd June and involved 60 managers and functionaries from the Italian civil service and foreign embassies in Italy. As usual, proceedings concluded with a seminar held at the the Italian Permanent Representation to the European Union, NATO and at the principal European Institutions ( the European Commission, the European Parliament)

The preparatory Course for the Diplomatic Competition, which began in November 2004, was also concluded. The SIOI wishes the 90 candidates who participated a brilliant career as they move another step closer to the Farnesina. 

The 32nd edition of the Course on the International Functions concluded on 24th June 2005. It began on 22nd March and involved 70 young people interested in embarking on a career in one or other of the international organizations or institutions concerned with international cooperation.

The course for agents in Internationalization of Enterprises took place between 9th and 27th May 2005, with the objective of training experts capable of providing businesses and administration with assistance regarding support programmes and strategies in the field of internationalization. Such new and often difficult professional undertakings constitute a challenge to which SIOI is committed to responding.
The Advanced Course in International Relations took place between 3rd February and 28th June 2005 with the objective of training young graduates for careers in the international organizations and in companies operating overseas.

TODAY__________________________________________

The Master in International Jurisdictions

In collaboration with the University of  Rome - Tor Vergata and the University of Camerino, January 2005 saw the inauguration of The Master in International Jurisdictions. This new training initiative concludes in November and a new course is planned for next year, from January to November 2006.

The Master aims to give practical-professional and theoretical training in the field of international and European jurisdictions, with particular reference to: the International Court of Justice, the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, the European Court of Human Rights, the European Court of Justice and The Court of First Instance, the International Criminal Court and ad hoc International Criminal Tribunals, Panels and the WTO Appellate Body. It is the first Master in Italy dedicated completely to the study of the functioning of International Jurisdictions, be they universal, regional or European.

Programmes and application forms can be found at: http://www.sioi.org/master_giurisdizioni_int.htm
Selection for admission to the preparatory Course for the Diplomatic Competition

Selection is currently underway for admission to the preparatory course for the Diplomatic Competition, which runs from October 2005 to June 2006. Tests for the 126 participants will concentrate on the course’s five subject areas: History of International Relations; International Public Law and European Union Law; Political Economy and Commercial, Financial and Multilateral Cooperation; English; French. The 57th edition of the preparatory course for the Diplomatic Competition begins on 24th October.
Information is available at: http://www.sioi.org/corso_carriera_diplomatica.htm
Conferences

 “The first quarter of the British Presidency of the European Union: outcomes and outlook.” 

The British Ambassador to Italy, Sir Ivor Anthony Roberts, delivered a speech on the UK EU Presidency priorities, on 4 October 2005.

TOMORROW__________________________________________

Specialised Training

Enrolment for the Training Course for Experts in EU affairs, which runs from 24th October – 6th December 2005, is now open.

The course aims to respond to the needs of functionaries and managers in the public and private sectors and graduates who aspire to a career in the E.U. and/or the business world.

The course covers all aspects of EU policy as well as the relationship between the EU legal system and the national legal systems. In addition, specific lessons and practical exercises are scheduled, which will focus on writing, submitting and managing EU projects and on access to community programmes.
If you wish to participate, programme information is available at http://www.sioi.org/corso_formaz_operatore.htm

Enrolment is now open for the Specialization Course for European Functionaries preparing for European Union Recruitment Competitions, which runs from 12th December – 22ndDecember 2005.

The course is for graduates of all disciplines who are interested in embarking on a career in the European Institutions and has as its final objective the preparation of candidates for the European Union’s open competitions.

SIOI and the Olympics

Recruitment

SIOI and TOROC (Torino Organising Committee for the XX Olympic Winter Games) signed an agreement in June 2004 which will see the recruitment of SIOI students for hospitality and ceremonial duties during the forthcoming winter Olympics. It is a splendid example of how the school of diplomacy gives young people practical experience, in this occasion in the world of sport.

Selection gets underway for the recruitment of volunteers in the area of Venue Protocol and Dignitary Assistance for this complex and fascinating event from November 2005 – February 2006.

Training

The course for experts in National and International Protocol began on the 5th April, at Turin City Council’s Sala delle Colonne. Organised at the request of TOROC and in collaboration with Turin City Council, it is intended for managers and functionaries in the public and private sectors who will be involved with the organization of the Games.

The next session takes place in Rome, 7th November – 19th December. For information visit our website at http://www.sioi.org/corso_protocollo.htm, or contact us via e-mail: formint@sioi.org or by phone 0039 06 6920781

…conferences and seminars

To coincide with the 60th anniversary of the United Nations, a Celebration of United Nations Day will be organised before the end of October.

Security, development and human rights: the agenda for the future and the UN’s role is the theme of the seminar organised by Assisi City Council’s Office for the Support to the UN, in collaboration with UNICRI.

It takes place in Assisi 19th and 20th November.

Youth justice: rights denied, strategies and action, is the theme of the seminar organized by SIOI’s Human Rights Committee which will take place 28th November p.v. in collaboration with UNICRI and UNICEF.

Stop AIDS: keeping the promises, is the theme of the conference organized on the occasion of World HIV-AIDS Day 2005, which will take place 1st December p.v. in collaboration with IDLO, ILO, OIM, OMS, UNICED and UNICRI.

For those wishing to participate at the conferences, a form may be downloaded at:

http://www.sioi.org/le_conferenze.htm
ALWAYS__________________________________________

Publications and research

Indicated here are some of the most relevant articles published in the latest issue of the review of SIOI “The International Community” (Issue 3/2005):

· Gianfranco Fini, Italy and the UN reform

· Giulio Fraticelli, NATO and stabilization and reconstruction operations. The role of ground forces

· Riccardo Sessa, Conflicts and Crises in the Middle East: Italy’s and Europe’s interests and roles

· Giorgio Sacerdoti, The WTO’s dispute resolution system: ten years after its institution

In the same issue, the publication in European Observer of the work of Ugo Draetta is highlighted: The Lessons to be drawn from the first “no” in the referendums on the European Constitution 

Some of the most interesting works published in Issues 1 and 2 of 2005:

· Sergio Marchisio, The UN’s Global Capacity for Peace (1/2005)

· Carlo Jean, Geopolitics and Prospects in the “Mediterranean- “The Greater Middle East”. “Italy’s Role”. (1/2005)

· Giovanni Jannuzzi, Europe and the United States: convergence or comparison? (2/2005)

· Roberto Panizza, Light and Shade of Globalization (2/2005) 

The Human Rights Committee

Chaired by Prof. Giovanni Conso, the Committee seeks to promote awareness of human rights, the European Convention on Human Rights and other international texts which safeguard human rights.

The committee has organized events which are particularly relevant to this topic. The first: “The Protection of Minors in International Law,” concentrates on institutions and the tutelage of the rights of minors, slavery in today’s world, child victims of terrorism, the trafficking of minors and international cooperation projects.

The second: “Russia and the European Convention” introduced by Prof. De Salvia, a European Court jurisconsultant with a report by Anatoly Kovler, the Russian Federation Judge at the European Court.

Finally, the seminar on “Human Rights in the Schools: How to Live them – How to Teach them.” Acts from this convention have been published. 

A study group of nine young PHD students has been formed with the task of further involving young people with the work of the committee and deepening understanding of contemporary themes with particular relevance to human rights. The first topic will be “Trial in absence and International Obligations  with regards to Human Rights.”

The Giuseppe Sperduti Prize
The 3rd edition of this moot court competition aimed at all university students on the theme of the freedom of the press has just finished. Participating teams had to resolve a fictitious case to be brought to the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg. 

The winning team comes this year from Turin University. The three members of the team will, as in past years, undertake a short traineeship at the European Court (Strasbourg).
The theme of the next edition will be the legal case: “Family reunification, under art.8 of the European Convention on Human Rights ”

Applications close 30th December 2005.

Information and rules can be found at: http://www.sioi.org/comitato_diritti_umani.htm
Activities Supporting the UN

Following a memorandum of understanding between the European group of WFUNA (World Federation of UN Associations) and the heads of the Secretary General’s Information and Communication sectors, SIOI, on behalf of the Secretary General of the United Nations, has undertaken some of the tasks carried out until December 2003 by the UNIC (the United Nations Information Office) in Rome. To this end, SIOI has been asked to collaborate with UNICRI in order to support the UN Centre in Brussels in the diffusion of information and documentation promoting UN activities and organising special UN related events.
Exchanging views with readers, former students, members and friends of SIOI

We will be happy to receive any comments and observations you wish to make via e-mail: forum@sioi.org
Interview with Prof. Enzo Moavero Milanesi

Deputy Secretary General of the European Commission

by Marina Cerne

Q: As someone who has attended one – or more – SIOI courses, what is your opinion about their usefulness?

A: My personal experience of SIOI courses has been above all as a teacher. In this role, I have always appreciated the quality of the students, who are all keen and attentive. In particular, I have been struck by their level of motivation. They don’t just come to fulfil the requirements of their university courses but they are motivated by the real and serious intention to build a more solid base for themselves as they approach the world of work. As such, interaction is easy and the course becomes concrete and constructive.

Q: And what is the cultural impact of coming to Palazzetto Venezia?

A: There is a particular atmosphere at SIOI. The interdisciplinary nature of its courses, its cosmopolitan vocation, its awareness of the world and Europe are rare ingredients even amongst the varied array of vocational bodies dedicated to the deeper understanding and study of international relations.

The strength of SIOI’s tradition, the constantly serious approach of its activity, the excellence of its initiatives and last but not least its scientific publications, all make it a noteworthy and culturally important feature of the Italian panorama.

Q: Are there any teachers you remember and why?

A: As often happens in such cases, my mind goes back to the time when I was a law student and I was beginning to develop a passion for International Law, the history of the treaties and the many questions related to this interesting subject. I remember attending the seminars organised by SIOI and held by the then director, Professor Casadio, on conflict analysis.

For someone like me, who loved and loves the history of law, this represented an area of synthesis where the two subjects could be compared. I remember the stimulating conversations with Franco Casadio, his passion as a teacher and a scholar and that winning touch of humanity which he possessed. I learnt a lot – from the man and the teacher - and I have never forgotten it.

Q: Are there any colleagues who are still part of your circle of friends or your work-sphere?

A: For years I have been working at the European Commission and many of us have attended or continue to attend SIOI. I try to stay active academically and when possible, I still give some lessons at the university and at SIOI itself. In these places, I meet old friends from the SIOI days. There are many and I couldn’t even begin to list them all.

Q: Out of all the organisations activities (trips, study scholarships, conferences, organisation of the MSOI) is there one which was especially positive for you?

A: Without doubt: for several years I was secretary of the MSOI in Rome and it was one of the best experiences of my student days. I learned how to organise meetings , choose subjects and speakers capable of attracting a substantial audience. It was the second half of the seventies and it was wonderful to meet and discuss themes which were, strictly speaking, apolitical but extremely political in the English sense of ‘policy’. There were many young people, from many walks of life and with the same interests, although from quite different study backgrounds and with different opinions. All in all, it was a great lesson in tolerance and application.

Q: Today, what is or what could be your personal relationship with the Organization?

A: I can use the indicative. My relationship with SIOI - and I say it without rhetoric - is one of affection and active collaboration. Despite the distance, as I am living in Brussels, I do try whenever possible to take part in its initiatives.
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